
article is not to prove that his theory of the effects of
alcohol on blood-cells is erroneous, but it is simply to
warn readers of that article not to jump at the conclu¬
sion because alcohol is capable of destroying the human
frame in its entirety, that it is no account as a remedy.
If you recollect, it has been eaid of mercury that it was
very destructive, and a. great dévitaliser, and that it had
killedmore people than it had ever cured, but all readers
of The Journal will tell you, it is a very good remedy
for syphilis, and they would not like to be without it in
the treatment of that disease. In conclusion I will say
that alcohol is a safe anaesthetic in any disease where an

anaesthetic is indicated. In typhoid and all low grades
of fever, in shock, in nervous prostration, in a variety of
well known conditions, its use has been followed by the
happiest results, then why should we not give it? It is
wonderful how a smart man like Doctor Chenery will be
led into the (to me) extreme notions he has of alcohol.
By reference to an article in this same number of The
Journal, by Dr. Everts, of Ohio, the first man he de¬
scribes, on page 837, you will find Dr. Chenery's posi¬
tion on alcohol very well described, and if the doctor
will carefully read the same it is possible he will retract
some of his wild assertions. I hope no reader of this ar¬

ticle will presume that I am in favor of alcohol as any¬
thing else than a well known and useful remedy, but I
am satisfied that there are no substitutes for it except
those which are equally capable of harm, and until the
profession show to the contrary I, for one, will continue
to prescribe alcohol. Very respectfully,

W. P. Howle, M.D.
Oran, Scott County, Mo.

Insanity.Insanity.
To the Editor.\p=m-\Dr. Everts' paper entitled "Insanity

as Related to Civilization," printed in The Journal for
November 28 ult., cannot fail to excite well merited at-
tention. His thesis is not to show the causes of insanity,
but to indicate how the conditions of civilization favor
the preservation and transmission of certain constitu-
tional or organic states that may, under appropriate cir-
cumstances, manifest the symptom \p=m-\insanity. How
these constitutional or organic states arise, he does not
attempt to explain.
It is made clear that civilization is responsible for as

much of the insanity\p=m-\orof the conditions which make
it possible\p=m-\asits fostering care can preserve; but this is
not the only relation which exists between civilization
and insanity. Civilization should be held more prima-
rily and actively responsible for that potentiality (more
properly impotentiality), which finds expression in in-
sanity. Change of environment is the cause of organic
variations; it is the unceasing interaction that exists be
tween living organisms and environment that gives rise
to progress, and to relative or absolute retrogression,
when the organism fails to respond actively to the stim¬
ulus of environment.
Degeneracy—failure to respond adaptively to the stim¬

ulus of environment—is a biological accident. The or¬
ganism manifesting it may be maintained for a time, and

transmit its «'/»potentiality to succeeding organisms, but
here retrogressive annihilation is inevitable. Nature has
been and ever will be superior to art; she cannot be frus¬
trated. The conditions always obtain for the production
of degeneracy. If civilization had never favored the
degenerate, still they would be with us. The rôle Dr.
Everts gives civilization in explaining its effect on de¬
generates, its effort to keep life's stage as full of lag¬
gards as possible, is therefore but one of its parts.
It is most encouraging to see that degeneracy is at last

winning due recognition as an element in the production
of insanity; but it may be doubted whether the most
ardent advocates of its influence in the production of
morbid mental symptomatologywill go so far as to think
that insanity per se is a sign of anthropological degen¬
eration. Inasmuch as insanity is but a general symp-
tomatological designation which covers manifestations
due to various morbid cerebral processes, it may still be
maintained that all of us are obnoxious to "insanity"
in one form or another.

Charles G. Chaddock, M.D.,
Asst. Sup't. Northern Asylum.

Traverse City, Mich., December 12, 1891.

To the Editor of the Journal of the American Medical
Association:
Dear Sir:\p=m-\Inreading the report of the transactions of

the American Electro-therapeutic Association, I find
some errors which are calculated to mislead your read-
ers. I therefore ask the privilege of correcting some

which pertain to my remarks as reported in last week's
issue, Dec. 5.
The stenographic report has no doubt been followed

strictly, but the speakers have not been allowed to re-

vise or correct the report of their remarks, which is to
be deplored.
In the abstract of my paper, in describing the differ-

ent coils, an error has occurred in dividing up the coil of
No. 32 wire. It should read: Then another coil of No.
32 wire 800 yards long, tapped at 500 yards would give a

coil of 800 yards, one of 500 yards and one of 300 yards.
In the second paragraph from the bottom of the first

column, on page 887, it should read: When the coarse
wire secondary coil only partially covers the primary
there is less electro-motive force to the current it fur¬
nishes than where it completely covers the primary, and
when a high resistance is encountered, it is, of course,
inappreciable as compared with the current from the
fine wire secondary, which, when only partially exposed
to the influence of the core, has a greater electromotive
force. But when the resistance is low the increased vol¬
ume of the current from the coarse wire coil is more

pronounced, because less electro-motive force is required
for penetrating.
In the next paragraph the first sentence should end

thus: as the current has a greater electro motive force,
instead of, as you have more current.
The third paragraph on the last column of page 887

should read: Dr. Englemann, ofSt. Lonis, has made some

observations upon the action of this current which are
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